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wollen,that be left abro 
ſubtiltie of the las 


ele h any parcels, 
Gentieme! Ty 


98 1 | 


14 


dineſſe, 
good, til tfrey be truſt vp at d then i 
wholfome Mithridate ade of the, fox by their d 2 


Tex Anduth Gangrena 
of rhe 5 T — 
— cut is vntoward generation ol 

looſe Libertines, can by no wholſome counſailes, not 
adviſed perſwaſions bediſſwaded from their lothſom 


Lind of liſe, till by death they be fatally, and finally cut 


off from the ee > whereof raed Oui 


well in his Metamorphoſis. 
Immedicabile vulnus, F 


tha 


Enſe reſecandum eft ne pars ſincere rrabatue. 

Sith then this curſed crue, theſe Machauilians, 
eres e for God nor deuill, but ſet with the Epi- 
nnd rp ane, and caſe, their fan, benun cannot bo 
anie honeſt courſe of liuingrif the honorable 
. | of this land looke into their lies, and 
cut off ſuch vpſtarting ſuckars that conſume the {a 
from the roote of the Tree; chey ſhall neither looſe 


ind 3 : though 
ide nently,yerſo<ffc&ually, thatif y —. be not cok 
rogerhercareleſſe, it may redownd to your commo- 
dine: forewarned, forcarmed : burnt children dread 
the fire; md tuch as neither counſaile; nor other mens 
harmes may male to beware, are worthie to liue lon 

and ſtiſl by by thelofle. But hoping theſe ſecrets I haue 8155 
abroach; and my labours I haue taken in ſearching 
out thoſe baſe villanies, ſhall not be onely taken with 
thankes, but applied. with care :'I thke my leaue with. 
this fare ell. God either Ne ot rr luck. 
baſe minded Cooſener s. | 


* 5 R. 8. 


A TALEOF A N P. 


both a Hip „ anda Foiſt, and a — But 7 will 
tell vou a merry Jigge of a notable Nip, named (na moꝛe 
ol p if vou lone me.) Who taking a pꝛoper youth by @. Dauie 
to his pꝛentice to teach him the oꝛder of ſtriking. and foiſting: 
ſo wel — him i in * miſterie that he could as wel ſkil 


ofthe olde ladie Rich, 
e — 1 > _ 


Is 
ford be cidzed, th 


itrar — of the woozs „ and his appꝛentiſe 

ngo, and toke his boong cleere:the Pꝛieſt lit ue 

It ee e 

felt foz his purſe, which when he mit, he fetcht a 

rh, and . — mercie vppon me: what ayle 

aid one that by: nothing laid the pꝛieſt, but J 

zon the innes © f the people, and ſo paſt if —— 

Nell it fo fell out that when the boong came to ſha⸗ 

ring, the pꝛentiſe and his maiſter fel out. and the maiſter cons 
trold him, and ſaid, art not my pꝛentiſe, and haſtnot bound thy 
ſelſe ta me ſoʒ thꝛee yeares? is not thy gettinges my gaines* 
then wby doeſt ſtand vpon the Snap? wby ſaies the pzentiſe, 
bꝛag vou ſo of iny yeres , ſhall 4 be made a ſlaue becauſe 3 
am bound to vou: no na, A can quittance my indenture when 
Ilift:his maiſter in a great rage aſked how; marry ſaies the 
. J will nip a boong, 02 dzaw a pocket openly, and ſo 
tctaken,arraianed,and condemned, and then Bull ſhallcan- 
cell my indentures at Ziburne, and f x will net ſerue vou, 

a dae 


n 225 10 3 I : 
ing. | 


7D the offetting of this baſe villany of P3igginzoz bet 
"4 Kealing, there muſt of neteſity be two at che lealt, and 
that is the Pziggar and the Martar. The Pziggar is be that 
teales the hoꝛſe, and the Martar is he that reteiues him, and 
chops and changeth him away in any Faire, Part; os other 
place where any god vent lo: hozſesis: and theit method is 


thus. The Pꝛiggar it he be a Launce man that is, ons chat is 
'''' Miready 


* 1 
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% 
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already bolt, then be eee hath | 
— — ncloſures,a 
ment to ſuruey fo2 Cattell, doe take an eſpeciall and perfect 
view, where pzankers 02 hozſes be, that are of wa2th, e whe- 
ther they haue hozſc-locks 92 no, then lie they hauering abou 
till fit opertunitie ſerue, © inthe night they take, him dz th 

* away,and arsſkilfull in the blacke Art, foꝛ picking ope 


zars ſteale a hozſe in Yozkeſh! 
commonly they haue vent 


in ep, 
and their Martars that re 6 roy lag 1 60 5 


away in ſome blind Faires after they 8 
neth oz two, till the hue and erie be ceaſt and paſt auer. Ho it 
tyeir hoꝛle be ol any great value, and ſoꝛe ſo ee 
bꝛanded 8 bim witho 
pon the fozmer,o2 take away hi s eata · ma kepe hin 
a bard meats be whole,oz els ſel bin en | 
Walcs, if he bs in Cumberland, Li | | 
02 Suffolke:but this is, if the hozſe bg of great: a 
thie the keping 2 Pary if hee be one 
bꝛands, they will ſtraight ſpot him by ſandzy alen 
a blacks e ee pad, 15 75 3 
and change his taile, which ſecrets 5 | 
ta great a light to others topzattiſe billantes. r 
againe to our L aunce · men Pziggars, who as befoze 1 
cry with the Lapwing fartheſt from their neſt, and from their 
place of reſidence, where their moſt abode is. , furtheſt from 
thence they ſteal their hozſes,and then in another quarter as 
far of they make ſale of them by the Partars means, without 
it be ſome baſe Pꝛiggar that ſteales of mare neceſſity.audbe- 
ſide is a Trailer. The Trailer is one that goeth on lot, but 
meanely attired like ſome plaine gran ot the Countrep, wal- 
king in a pair of bats without ſpurs,0; els without bots,ha- 
uing a long ſtaffe on his necke, and a blacke buckram ba 
his back, like ſome pos client that had ſome waiting in it, a 
there he hath his a” fpurs, — FREY 
rs, 


quarters. Now if tho Pri 


0 he ſecond part Comm. catching. 
eathers,fo quaintly and artificially made, that it may bee put 
in lopofa mans hoſe: fo7 his favie is made without any tree, 
vet hath it tantle and bolſters , onely wꝛought arteficiallyof 
cloth and bombaſk, with folves to wzap vp in a ſhozt rome:his 
firhops are made with vices and gins,that one may put them 
ina patre of gloues, and fo are his ſpurs, « then alitle white 
leather head-ſfal and rains, with a ſmall ſcotiſh bꝛake o2naf- 
die, all fo featlic fozmed,tbat as J (aid befo2e,they may bee put 
in a buckram bag. How, this Craiter he des the ho2le 
which he pꝛiggeth, and ſaddles and bꝛidles him as o2derly as 
ifhe were hisown,and then caricth him far fromthat place of 


Neal a hozſe then to ſel him. conũdet ing that her Paiefty e the 
honozable pziuy Countſail, hath in the laſt Act of Parliament 
made a ffrickt atute fo2 ho2\-ſtealing, and the ſale of hoſes, 
whole Pꝛoniſo is khis: that no man may buy a ho2\e vntould, 
ndz the toule be taken without lawful witneſſes,thafthe par- 
te which lelleththe ho2le is the true owner of him,vyonthetr 
oath and ſpecial knowledg,t that who buyeth a doꝛſe without 
his certificate; pzofe, halbe within the nature of fcllony,as 
Well as the party that lfealethhim. To this I aunſwere,that 
there is no ac, ſfatute,noz law, fo Crick? tonueid, but there be 
fraicht found Tarting holes to auoid it, as in this. The pꝛigar 
Wwhenbe bath ffolne a bozſe,rhath agreed with his Partar,o; 
with any other his confederate;o2 wirh an honett perſon to ſel 
is hozſe,bzingeth to the touler, which they tall the rider, two 
honeſt men, either apparelled like cittizens,o2 plaine countrey 
yeamen,+ they not onelp affirme,but offer to depoſe that they 
know the hozſto be his, vpon their pꝛoper knowledg, although 
pe rhaps they neuer ſa w man no2 ho2ſe befoze, and theſe per 


mat bee commonly old Knights ol the poſt, that are 
foilteno@from being taken fo; baile at the Kings bench, o 0- 
ther places, x ſ&ing foꝛ open periuries they are refuſed, there 


they take that cour le of if 

but it were necefſary, æ verie much expedient foz the common 
wealth, hat ſuch bafe rogues ſhould be lot into, and be puni- 
zas well withthe pillozy,asthoother with the halter. And 
vs hang A teur led the nature ofPziggars os hozſe-ftelers, 


his bzeed.and ther tels him Oh wil ſom man lay, it is ta er te 


of life, and are wꝛongly called querries: 


bateflly, 


g . 


Ot far from Tenro in Corhwel, acert il 


ſtealer being a lance-man, arveping zaffure: 
.ſpieda faire blacke hozſe withou 5 oy Ic 25 


5 5 flone! 


2 412 le 
3 packe, as if he hat 
b theares, wher 
be had but a marke in one. Dealit ith his hozle, a 
quarter ol a pere, that al bu 


fo be 1 
ena (kin 0n hin withochr gentlemen, like 


e a 2 
— — 


— — ad not no -obd,bi mockt let 
pale till hee might ae ger . er yen 
it. It foztuneduot long after, dag at pl: 
gar was onto Teo DE et ap mater 
—— __ 1 ri 1 wy 
diners that fpake fo him, and who ſapde it was tt = 
and the party plaintife gaue but 28 
ante c 


Ges Judge ſpake fauoyrab 


C 4 

| 4 11. { wins ihe sens 
ow hee had! Wh 25 and mockt him, re- 
50 the letter in his pocket that he ſent him, and 
Aral in his behalf, and highly commended 
eee 

may it pieate you (quo 
bees or bis doneſtie and good bebaniour lent 
e 11 them the letter, and the Judge 

aho? m eman:no 

7 ae e ee eee 


5 i he did bozrow a black hozfeof mei markt him 
with: atarrein the fozepead, and aſkf twenty marke of mee 
Tr d condemned him, and lo the pꝛig⸗ 

oy at fi ,8 many of his faculty avon 
Uinrents 0! a common deceit 02 coſenago vſedin 

4, EY fig: 1 the baſer ſoꝛt of people. g tum- 
win not vittomatend altogether the nature ol bowling, if the 
time, p ae pert bac neceCary — obſer- 


NN warnen urſt the whole matter: where · vpon 
be bidcent ka, ee the diſcouery therof...: - 

ces, fo2 although J 

ned: d,p2attiſed and ſuffered, it growethal- 


s effected: the Bawkers-fo2 lo the 
yare tearmed, aparelled like very 
f tome to bowle, as though ra⸗ 

then gaines, and vnder that colour of 
it pꝛetended knauory<wel'ts bowls 


i deniſe is tt 
whe Al 


EE re recht of noi + 1 — 
Sora t in ol purpoſe by ning 
7 77 ws, | ür crows eee 
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and lde bawkersarecoutederats; ano their togtuns at tap e- 


T he ſecond part of Canny-catching. . x 


ner loꝛts acoꝛ ding as the gripes haue placed iber eta o the 
Bawker, he marketh how the lates goes, and ſo he thꝛoes his 
caſting, ſo that note this, the bowlers caſt euer dtp, and voth 


win oꝛ loſe as the bet ot the gripe leadethlhem:ſoz ſuppoſe 7. 


be vp foꝛ the game, and the one hath thꝛer aid the other none; 
then the vincent, ſoꝛ that is theſtinple man that itands by. and 
not acquainted with their ce lenage, noꝛ doth ſa muchas onee 
imagine that the bawkers which cary the countenante ol ho- 
neſt ſubſtantial men, would by an meanes oꝛ ſo; auygaines; 
be perwaded toplayboty;Well,this vincent(foz ſo the cofes 
ners oz gripes pleaſe to tearmi him) ſceing thꝛc to none, bes 
ginneth to offer ods on thatlide that is fai reſt to win: what ods 
ſaies the gripeꝛthꝛæ to one ſaies the vincent, no ſaies 
it is moꝛe and with that they come to foure ſoꝛ none, then t 
vincent offers to lay 4 to one, 3 tano ax to one ſaies the grips, 
I lay it ſaies the vincent, and ſo they make a bet of ſore ye 
trownes, ſhillings,o2 pente, as the vincent is of ability to lay 
and thus wil ſundꝛie take their ods of him: wel, then ide ba w 
bers goe fozward with their bawies rene caſt, 
which is fiue, then the vincent roles zoud, ant 


ſide to lodſe, and therekoze takes and lai enen the 
bawkers foztune begins to change, am y come to 


th: fog fiue, and ſtill as rtl lie | p of bets 
gꝛowes dn, till at laft it 5 — 
comes vpon the vincent and offecs him ods, | which ifthe vin- 


cent take, ha loſeth all,foz vpon what ſive the gripe laies, that 
ſide euer wins, do we great ſoeuer the ods bee at the fir ſt in the 
contrary pott ſo that the cooſenage growetz in playing botp, 
foz the gripe and the va wker meet together at night, and there 
they ſhare what ſoeuer tearmage they haue gotten, fo2 ſo they 
call the money that the poꝛe bincentioſeth vnto them. No w, ta 
ſhadow the r the moꝛe, the bawker that wins and is a- 
foze-baiſd with the gam , will lay franckiy that win, 
and wilpet id lap great ods, but withwh 

with th@&n which play with him, that are ascraſty 
him(elfs,qz eis with the gripe, x this makes the vincent ſtop 
to the _y And ta loale al the moue in his pnrle. Beũdes it 


T he ſecond part of Conny tatci 175 
any honeft men that holdes themſelues (kilfall in bowling, ol 
fer to play any ſet match againſt theſe common Bawkers, if 
they feare to haue the wozſe, oꝛ ſaſpect the others play to bee 
better then theirs, then they haue atricke in watering of the 
alley, to giue ſuch a moiſture to the banke,that hee that offers 
to ſtrike a bowie with a ſhoꝛs, ſhall neuer hit it while ſt bee 
lines, becauſe the moiſture of the banke binders the pzopoztis 
on ot his aiming. 
Diners other pꝛactiſes there are in bowling tending bunte 
coſenage, but the greateſt is boty, and therfo:e would J wiſh 
all men that are carefull of their coyne,to beware of ſuch coſe⸗ 
ners e none ta come inſuch places,where a haunt of ſuch hel- 
rakers are resident, enotin any wiſs to ſtope to their bets, 
leaſt bebe made a vincent, fo2 ſo manileſt e palpable is their 
coſenage, that 4 hate ſene men ſtone-blinde offer to lay bets 
feanckip;although they can ſex a bowl no moze then a poſt, but 
onely hearing who plaies,and how the old Gripes make their 
ns then as the game is abuſed to a deceit, that is made 
foz an honeſt recreation, ltthis little be acaueatfoz ments 
haus an inſight into their knanerie. | 


* Bt, ELN Nip, as inthe ff books. | 
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ing eies vppon the rockes, toallure Sea-paſſengers to their 
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Ve pootemys of this law, being ſomwhatvaſhf,andtheir 
L trade greatly impoueriſhed, by the late editions bf their 
ſecret villanies, ſeke not a new meanes ol life, but a new me · 
thod how to fetch in their Conies, and to play their pzanckes:; 
fo2 as greenons is it fo them to let flip a tountry farmer come 
to the terme, that is wel aparelled, © in a dirty paire of bots, 
(fo: that is a token ot his ne w comming vp e a full pur ſe ) as it 
was foꝛ the boies of Athens, to let Diogenes paſſe by without 
a hiſſe. But þ country men hauing had partly a taueat ſoꝛ their 
toſenage, feare their fanozablc ſperches g their eurteous ſalu⸗ 
tations, as deadly as the Orteks did þ whiftle of Poliphemus. 
The'cony-catcher now no loner tommeth in companp. e cal- 
leth foz apaire of cards, but ftraight the poze tony faivaks him 
t ſais: Maſters, J bought a boke of lats fox agroat;y warnes 
me of Card-play,lealt J fall among Conny-catchers.What, 
ſaies the Conny, you map be men ot honeſt diſpoſition , but 


vet pardon me, I haue foz\wozne cards ener ſince J read it:at 


this reply, God wot, J haue many a cooſening curſe attheſe 
Conny-catchers hands, but J ſolemnly ſticke to the olde pꝛo- 
uerbe: the Fore, the moze he is curft, the better hee fares: but 
vet J will diſcouer ſome of their ne well dcuiſes, fo2 theſe cat- 
terpillers reſemble the Syrens, who ſitting with their watch- 


extreame pꝛeiudice, ſound out moſt heauenly melodie in ſuch 
pleaſing coꝛds, that who ſo liſtens to their harmony, lends his 
eare vnto his own bane + ruine:but if any wary Ulifles paſſe 
by and ffop hiseares againſt their iuchauntments, then haue 
they moſt delightfull ie wels to ſhew him, as gloꝛious obiets 
to inueigle his eie with ſuch pleaſant vanities, that comming 
moze nigh to beholde them, they may daſh their ſhip againſt a 
rocke and lo viterly perith. So theſe Conny tatchers foꝛ that 
I ſmoakt them in mylaſt bone, and laid open their plots x pos 
licies, wherewith they dew poozeconnies into their hay, ſee- 
king with the ©zafozs Beneuolentiam captare, t as they vſe 


rethozical tropes and figures the better todzaw their hearers 


with the delight of vartetie:ſo theſe moathes of the Commons 
wealth,apply their wits to wzappe in wealthy 3 with 
| ange 


The ſecond part of Conny catching, 


range and vncothj conceits. C uſh, it ane te rr 
ter to take vp a Cony beloze I diſcoue red their toſenage, that 
one ſtigmaticali ſhameles companion amongſt the reſt, would 
in a bꝛauerie weare parily in his hat, and ſaid he wanted but 
Aqua vitæ to take a conꝝ with, but ſince he hath lookt vpon his 
feet, and valed his plumes with the peacock,and (wears by all 


fo2 ſpoyling of his otupation:but J laugh at his bzauados,and 
though be ſpeaks with his Enuches voice, and weares a long 
ſwo2dlike a mozice-pike, were it not I thinke he would with 
Batillus hang himſelte at my inuectiue, his name ſhould be ſet 
downe, with the nature of his follies: but let him cal himſelfe 
home from this courſe of life, and this coſenage, and J ſhall be 
content to ſhadow what he is with pardon, but from this di- 
grellion again. to the double diligence of theſe Cony-catchers 
Whoſe ne ſleights, becauſe you ſhal the mo2e eaſily gen 
J will teli von a ſtoʒie pleaſant and woꝛth the notingg. 


Aj ant tale of a horſ, how at Vxbridge he coſened a Co- 
ny: cacher, and had like to brought him to his neckeuerſe. 


J©foztuned that not long ſince,certaineConny-cachersmef 
by hap, a Pꝛanker 02 hoze-ftealer at Uxrbzidge, who tok vp 
bis Jane where thoſe honeſt ctue lodged; and as one vice fol- 
lowes another, was as ready to haue a caſt at cards, as he had 
a hazard at a hozſe:the Conny cachers who ſupt with him, fee- 
ling him pliant to receiu? the blow, began to lap the plot how 
they might make him ſtoope all the money in his put ſe, and fo 
loꝛ a punt of wine dꝛewe him in at cardes, by degrees as theſe 
rake-hels do, Lento gradu, meaſurs all things by minutes, he 
fell from wine to monep, and from pence to pounds, that hee 
was ſtript of all that euer he had, as well crownes, apparel, as 
ie wels: that at laſt to maintaine the maine, and to check vies 
with reuies he laid his hoꝛſe in the hazard and loſt him: when 
the pꝛiggar had ſmoakt the game. and perceiued he was bitten 
of all the bite in his bung, and turned to walke penny · leſſe in 


and to rap out gogs Nownes,and pzonounes, while at volun⸗ 


the hoes in his ſhop, Jſhall be the next man he means te kil, 


Mark- lane, as the pꝛouerb is, he began to chafe, and to ſwear, 


1 


tarie hee had l wozne thzough the eight parts of ſpeach in te 
Accide ute, ; 


o 


vpon t he hozſe-ſtealer, and 9 
ſuſpicious 


The ſecond part of Conny-eatching. 
eee. ſe ame had 
the — made ray nan br 
þ robo moths hs apr 
amaine, and unce another hue and 
— — bib bar an ri tag 


ther coniecture oz calculate, the „ 
foz the —— the rather faz that 4 : 
found loſe liters, and could no honeſt methode 
of their maintenance, vppon this, fo2 the þ were ap- 
pꝛebended, and bound ouer to the Seſſions at Weffininfter, 
to anſwere what might be obtected againſt them in her Paie- 
Lies behalfe. Mell, the hozſe-ſfoaler bꝛatze ſrom 
pers, and got away, but the teſt of the raſcall cru 
np · catchers J meane, were bzought to the place oftgdgme 
and there like valiant youthes. they thꝛuſt twelue men into 
a cozner, who found them —— foz the fs t, bat ifgreat 
fauour had not bene ſhowen, ec 
burnf in the cares fo2 rogues. 
bue Ce — nd khe 
loft the hoꝛſe, he purſued the hoz\-ſtealer,ſe 
and crie paſſed on both ſides, but the Conny catchers had ths 
woꝛſe, foz what they got in the bziple they loſt in the ſaddle, 
what they coſened at cards, ha like to coſt them their ueckes 
at the Seſſions, o that when they were fr and acquitted, 
one of the Conny-catchers in a merry baine,faid,he had cacht 
many Connies, but now a hoꝛſe had like to taught him, and ſo 
depely guoth hee, that Miſerete mei, wr haue beene 
my heſt mattins. Thus wer may , F lentem non 
eſt fraus, euer deceifhath — eth a tra an 


fb 
le(hinto the ſnare him olle, and i * 


. , are 
troſt themſelues oſtontimes almoll to the crotfe, and that 09 


next neighbour to the gallows. Mel Gentlemen 


— — ber 
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ty6ſo'bals ecrements diſhoneſty, repozt they haue got one, 
„ * "JJ wilt notbew2ay his name, but a ſcholler they ſay he 
le to mans an innectine againſime, in that de is a laucurer of 
thoſe baſe repꝛobats: but let them, him and al knotv, che pꝛou- 
peſantoffhem all, dare not lift his plumes in diſparags- 
J wil foz renenge only appoint 
who ſhall caſe them in their fil 
g fo manure the baren pla- 
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entlemen, Harchants, Farmers, and Tearmers, 
ſogyer he be that vleth ta cary money about him, 
un attentively beate what a pecoof new-found Philoſo- 
WO wil lay | 1 whoſe opinions, painciples, apha- 
mes,it you carefully note and retaine in memozy, perhaps 
us lame crownes in your purſe ere the yeare pale, and ther- 
oe thys: 


nip and the foplt, although their ſubiec is one 
which 
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" neſt manthat lies by his hand oz occupation, in ( mach that 
the Foiſt refuſetheuen to weare a knife about him to cut his 


of the nip, vet as J ſaid befozeis their ſubject and haunt 1515 


e ſecuna pars of Comm cuiching. 
which they wozke on, that is,a well 1ed 

ner is different, foz the nip vleth his knife, the felt 
the one cutting the purſe,the other daawing the pocket: 

theſe two ſcuruy trades, the Foilt holdeth himtelt of the bigh 
eſt degree, and therefo:e, they tearme themſelues Gentlemen 
foiſts,and ſo much dildaine tobe called Eut · purſes, as th 


meat withal, leſt he might be ſuſpected fogrow into the nature 


like,foz their gaines lies by all places of reſoat and 
tber eloꝛe their chieſe wales is d er, t 
denne. ar ermorden lh 1 
dap, anꝝ feſtiuall metings-fraies, it lair 
bee ſhoꝛt, whereſoeuer is any extrao: (02 1515 op 
there the nip and — foilt haue fitteſt TS 0 f 


Weine e aith the Fo 
Nip,meets the man at ſome ſtraight turne, and him 
hard, that the man marueiling, and perhaps with 
him, the whileſt the foilt hath his purſe, and bids him far wel. 
In Paules (eſpecially in the tearme time) betiweent x.and ri. 
then is their howers, and there they walke, and perhaps, it 
there be great p2efſe,ftrike a ſtroke in the middle walke, but 
that is vppon ſome plaine man that ſtands gaziy gazing abgut, has 
uing neuer ſeene the Church befoze, but their chieten timo is 
at diuine ſeruice, when men deuoutly giuen do go vp to heare 
either a ſermon, oz els the harmony of the Muters and the Sꝛ⸗ 

ganes:there the nip and the loiſt as denontly as if he were ſom 
zealous perſon, ſtandeth ſoberly with his eies eleuated to hea- 
uen, when his hand is either on the purſe oz in the porket, ſur- 
ueving euerꝝ coꝛner of it fo2 coyne, then when the ſeruice is 
done, the people pꝛeſe away, he e 
and there wozketh his villanie; So likewiſe in ihe markets, 
they note how every one putteth vp bis purle,andthereeither 
in a great pꝛeſſe, oz while n. cherung of meat, the 
Foiſt 


$ 4 


the fol 


5 kings 
tlient ffandeth to heare his Lawier handle his matter, foꝛ the 


Thefecund part of Conny-catching. 


win ts Het ocket,+ the Pip hath the pur le by the rings, 


itsonk the botfome, fo:ithey haue ſtil their Nals 
wing them gthem, whothzuſfeth oz iuſtleth him o2 her wheme 

is about to dzaw: Do itkewiſe at Plaies,the nip fan- 
deth there leaning like ſeme mannerly gentleman againft the 


+ doozeas men go in, and there finding talke with ſeme of his 


companions, ſpieth what euer man bath in his purſe, & wher 
in what place, and in which due oꝛ pocket he puts the boung, 
and actoꝛding fo that ſo hee wozketh, either where the thꝛult 
is great within, oz ets as they come cut ofthe dozes; but ſup⸗ 
1 that the rk is ſmoakt , and the man miſſeth his purſe, 
deth him fo2 it, then ſtraight he either conueith it 
to bis tall, oz els dzoppeth the boung,and with a great bzane, 
he deffeth his acruſer: and though the parſe be found at his feet 
vet becauſe =o bath tt not about bim, hee comes not within 


Thus haue they their khifts fo; theLawe;and vet at laſt ſo 


long the pitcher goeth to the bꝛoke that it commety bꝛoken 


dome: and lo long the foiſts put their villanic in pꝛactiſe, that 
Meſt- ward ther bor, andthere lolemnip make arehearſall 
a tiboꝛne But againe to thetr plates of retoꝛt, well⸗ 
SG mate, that is the rhiefelf place that baings in their 
P2olite, the fearm-timeis their harueſt, and therfoze like p20- 
1 — they take time while time lerues, i make 

ban w the lun ſhines, following their clients; foꝛ they are 
at the Hall very karly, and there wozko like bees, haunting e- 
very tdurt, as the Exchecker · chamber, the Starchamber, the 
bench common⸗ plees, and every place where the pwze 


pdoze man is ſo buſted with dis cauſes, and ſo ture full to ſee 


As tounſell, and to ply dis Atturnev, that hee thinketh leaſt of 


his pur ſe, but the Foilt o Nip he walcheth, and ſer ing the cli- 
ent dzaw his purt to pap ſome charges 02 fees neceſſary fo2 the 
tourt, marketh where he putteth it, and then when hee thꝛu⸗ 
eth into the wꝛong either ko anſwere foz himlelfe,o2 to tab 
dy his Counſeller to put him in minde of his caule, the Foyſt 


" zawes his pocket and leanes the pooze client penileſſe. This 
do ſhey in al courts, and go diſgniled lifie ſeruing men wzing- 


ing 
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The) econd part of Conny-catching. 
ing the imple people by this tugling {ubtity: wellinight ther - 
foꝛe the Honourable and Woz ſhiplull of thoſs Courtes doe, 
to take oꝛder fo2 ſuch vilde and baſe-minded Cut · purſes, that 
as the Lawe hath pꝛouided death fo2 thein, if they bee taken, 


ſo they might bee rooted out, and eſpeciallie from Weſtwin- 


fer, where the poꝛe Clients are vndone by * Rogilh cat- 
chers. 

It bots not to tell their courſe at enerie remoue of her 
Maieſtie, when the people flock together, noꝛ at Bartholme w 
Faire, on the Quenes day at the Tilt. var d, and at all other 
places of aſſemblie: foz let this ſuffice, at any great pzclle of 
people oꝛ meting: There the foilt and the Nip is in his king- 
dome. Therefoꝛe let all men take this caueat, that when they 
walke abꝛoad amid anꝝ ot the ſoꝛenamed places, oz like aſſem⸗ 
blies, that they take great care fo2 their purſe,how they place 
it, and not leaue it careleſſe in their pockets oz hoſe, . foz the 
, Foiſt is ſonimble-handed, that he ercerds the iuglerfo; agili- 
tie, and hath his legiar de maine as perfedly.... Thereioze an 
exquiſite Foiff mult haue thꝛte pꝛoperties that a god Surge- 


on ſhould haue, and that is, an Eagles eie, a Ladies hand,and 


a Lions heart. An Eagles eie to ſpy out a purchaſe, to haue a 
quicke inãght where the boung lies, and then a Lions heart, 
not to feare what the end will bee, and then a Ladies hande to 
be little and nimble, the better and the moze eaſie to dine into 
any mans pocket. 

Theſe are the perfect pꝛoperties of a Foiſt: but vou muſt 
note that there be dinerſities of this kind ol people, fo2 ther be 


Citty Nips and Countrey Nippes, which haunt from faire to 
faire, and neuer come in London bnleſſeit be at Bartholmew 


faire, oz fome other great and extraoꝛdinarie aſſemblies Now 
there is a moꝛtall hate bet wiene the country foiſt and the city 
foilt:foz2 if Þ city foiſt (py one of the country fciſts in London, 
ſtraight he ſeeks by ſom means fo ſmoke him. and lo the toun 
— Nip, it he ſpy a Citty Nip in any faire, then hee imoaties 
him ſtraight, and bꝛings him in danger ik he lle nat a way the 
moꝛe ſperdilie. Beſide; there be women Foiſts, and women 
Nippes, but the woman foyſt is the moſt dangerous, ſoʒ coni⸗ 
monly there is ſome olde Bawde,oz Dnout-faire . 
C3 0 


. The ſecond part of Conny caiching. 


who inneigleth either ſome ignozant man, oꝛ ſome pong youth 
to folly, ſhee hath ſtraight her hand in the pocket, and ſo foiſts 
him of all that he hath. But let all men take h&d of ſuch com- 
mon harlots, who either ſit inthe frets in the cuenings, 02 
cls dwel in bawdy houſes,and are pliant to caery mans lure. 
Such are alwaics Foiſts and Pickpockets, and ſeæk the ſpoile 
of all ſuch as meddle with them, and in coſening of ſuch baſe · 
minded leachers, as giue themſelues to ſuch lewd companie, 
are wozthy of whatſoener befalles, and ſometimes they catch 
ſuch a ſpaniſh pip, that they haue no moze hair on their heads. 
then on their nailes. 

But leauing ſuch Strumpets to their ſoules confuſion, and 
bodies cozrection in Bꝛide- wel: Againe to our nips and foiſts, 
who haue a kind ot fraternity oz bzother-hod amongſt them, 
hauing a ball oz place of meting, where they confer of waigh- 
tie matters touching their wozkemanſhip, fo2 they are pꝛoui⸗ 
dent in thaf,euery one of them hath ſome truſtie frend whome 
hecalleth his Treaſurer, and with him hee laies vp ſome ra- 
table poztionof every purſe hee dꝛawes. that when nedere- 
quires, and he is bzought in danger, hee may haue money fo 


make compoſition with the partie. But of late there hath bin 


a great ſcourge fallen among them:fo2 now if a purſe be dzaw 
enofany great value, ſtraight the party maketh freindes to 
ſome one oꝛ other of the Counſell, oꝛ other inferio2 her Paie- 
ſties zuſtices, and then they lend out warrants if they cannot 
learne who the Foiſt is, to the kiepers of Newgate, that they 
take vp all the nips and foiſis about the Citty,and let them lie 
there while the mon2y be reanſwered vnto the partie, ſo that 
ſome pay the pound, nay fine pound at a time, accozding as 
the ſamcloſſe did amount vnto, which doth greatly impoueriſh 
their trade, and is likewiſe an hinderaunce to their figging 
law. 
_ Therefoze about ſuch cauſes grow their metings,fo2 thep 
baue a kind of cozpozation, as hauing Wardens of their com- 
pan, and a hall. J remember their Yall was once about Bi- 
ſhopſgate,nere vnto Fiſhers folly, but bezauſe it was a noted 
place,they haue remmued it to Rent ſex cet, and as far as J can 
nt is kept at one Laurence Pickerings houle, * 
| ath 
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T he ſecond part of Conny-catching. 
hath bene ir he be not fill, a notable Foiſf. A man of god cal: 
ling he is, and well allied, bzother in law to Bul the hangman. 
There kep they their feaſts and weekly matings,fit foz their 
com 

—＋ haue J partly ſet downe the nature of the Foiſt, and 
the Hippe. with their ſpecial haunts, us a caueat to all eſtates 
to ions of fuch wicked per ſons who are as pꝛeiuditiall vn⸗ 
to the Common- wealth, as any other faculty what ſoeuer:and 
although they be by the great diſcretion ofthe Judges and Ju⸗ 
ſtices daily truſt vp, yet (fil there ſpꝛingeth vp yong that grow 
in time fo beare fruit fit fo; the gallows : let then every man 
be as carefull as polliblie he map:and by this caveat take hed 
of his purſt, fo2 the pzay makes the there, and there and end. 


A metrie tale; how a Miller had his purſe cut in Newgat- market. | 

JE foztuned that a Nip and his ffaull dzinking at the th: 

tuns in Newgate market, itting in one ol the romes next co 
the ſtreet, they might perceine where a meal · man wd ſelling 
of meale, and had a large bag by his ide, where by contecture 
was ſome ſtoze of mony:the old col, the old cut pute J mean, 
ſpying this, was delighted with the ſhew of ſo 1 1 57 an ob⸗ 
iec, foz a full purſe is as pleaſing to a cutpurſe eie, as the cu- 
rious phiſnomy of Venus was to the amozous God ol warre: 
and entring to a mery vain (as one that counted that purchaſe 
his own dilcouered it to the nouite, and ban hun go and nip it: 
the young toward ſcholler, although perhaps her had ſkriken 
ſom few ſfrokes beloze, pet ſeing no great pꝛelt of people, x the 
meal-mans hand often vpon his bag, as it he had in times paſt 
ſmokt ſome of their facultie, was halfe afraid, and doubte d or 
his own experience, and ſo refaſed to do it. Away villaine ſaid 
the old nip, art thou faint harted, belongs it to our trade to dit 
palre? ifithou wilt onely do touunon woꝛke and not make ex · 
perience of ſome hard matters to attempt, thou wilt neuer be 
maiſter of thine occupation, therefoꝛe trie thy wits and doe it. 
At this the vong rippling ſtalks me out of the Tauer ne. and 
felingifhis cuttle bong were glib and of a gad edge, went to 
this meal / man to enter combat hand to hand with his parſe: 
but ſeeing the meal mans eie was till abꝛoad, and fo2 want of 
other ſpozt that he * with his purſe, he was afraid to truſt 
either 


The ſecand part of Conny catchme. 
either to his wit oꝛ foztune, and therefoze went backe againe 
without any act atchieued. Bow now ſaith the old Nip, what 
haſt thou done? nolhing qv. hee the knane is ſo wary, that it is 
vnpoſſible fo get any purchaſe there, foz hee ſtandes playing 
with bis purſe fo: want of other exerciſe. At this bis fellowe 
lokes out and ſmiles, making this reply,and dooſt thou count 
if impoſſible to haue the meal mans bounglend me thy knife, 
fo2 mine is left at home, and thou ſhalt ſe me ſtrike it ſtraight, 
and J will ew ther a method, how perhaps heraſter to do the 
like by my example, and to make thee a god ſcholler, and ther» 
loꝛe gu with me, and do as J ſhal inſtruct ther, begin but a fai- 
ned quarrel, and when J giue ther a watch⸗woꝛd, then thaowe 
flower in my face, and if J do miſſe his purſe, let me be hang- 
ed foz my labour: with that hee gaue him cerfaine pzinciples 
to obſerue, and then paid fo2 the wine, aud out they went to⸗ 
gether, Aſſone as{they were come vnto the meal-man,the old 
Nip began fo ieſt with the other about the Millers lacke, and 
the ether replied as knauiſhle . At laſt the elder called the 
younger Rogue. Nogue, thou Dwaine quoth he doeſt thou,oz 
dareſt thou diſhonour me with ſuch a baſe title: And withthat 
taking a whole handfail of meale out of the ſacke,th;ew it ful 
in te olde Rips necke, and his bꝛeſt, and then ranne his wap. 
Me being thus duſted with meale, intreated the meale : man to 
wipe it out ot his necke, and ſtoupt down his head. The meal» 
man laughing to ſe him lo raied and whited, was willing to 
ſhake off the meale, and the whileſt hee was bufte about that, 
the Nip had ſtroken the purſe and done his keat, and both cur- 
teoullie thanked the meale-man,and cloſely went away with 
his purchaſe, The poze man thinking little at this cheat, be- 
gan againe ta plap with his purſe Frings, and ſuſpected no⸗ 
thing till he had ſold a peck of meale and offered foꝛ to change 
monep, and then he found his purſe bottomleſſe, which ſtroke 
ſuch aquanparp to his ſtouiacke, as it᷑ in a froſtie mozning hee 
had dꝛonke a dzaught of ſmall bœre next his heart, hee began 
then to exclaime againſt ſuch villains, and cald ta minde, how 
in ſhaking the dult out of the Genflemans necke, hee hake 
his mont p out of his pur ſe, and ſo the poꝛe meal: man fetcht a 
great gh, knit vp his ſacke and went lozrowing home. 
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The ſccond part of Conny-eatching. 


A kinde conceit ofa Foiſt performed in Paules, 


V VÞile J was wziting this diſcouery of foyſfing, was 
delir dus of an intelligence that might be giuen mee, a 
Sentleman, a friend of mine, tepoted onto me this pleaſant 
tale of a foiſt, and as J well remember it grewe to this effect. 
There walked in the midle walke a plaine Country farmer, 


a man of god wealth, who had a well lined purſe, onely bare ⸗ 


lie thꝛuſt vp in a round flop. which a crue of foiſts hauing per- 
ceiued, their hearts were ſet on fire to haue it, enery one had 
a fling at him, but all in vaine, foꝛ he kept his hand cloſe in his 
pocket, and his purſe faſt in his fiſt like a ſubtil churle, that ei⸗ 
ther had bene fozewarnd of Pauls, oz els had afoztime ſmokt 
ſome of that faculty, Mell, howſoeuer if was.impoſſible to do 
any god with him he was ſo warie. The foilts ſpying this, 
ſtrained their wits to the higheſt fkring how to compaſſe this 
boung pet could not al their politike conceits fctch the farmer 
ouer,fo2 iuſtle him, chat with him, offer to ſhake him by the 
hand, all would not ſerue to get his hand out ot his pocket. At 
laſt one of the crue that foz his ſkill might haue bene Pocozat 
in his miſterie, amongſt them all chooſe out a good foiſt, one of 
a nimble hand and great agilitꝝ, and ſaid to the reſt thus:a⸗ 
ſters it ſhall not be ſaid ſuch a baſe peſant ſhall lip away from 

ſuch a crue of Gentlemen foiſts as wee are, and not haue his 
purſe dꝛawen, and therefoze this time Ile play the ſtaull my 
ſelfe,and if A hit him not home, count mee fo; a bungler foz e- 
uer, and lo left them and went to the farmer and walkt direc- 
ly befo2e him and next him that 02 foure turnes, at laſt ſtan- 
ding fill, he cried alas honeſt man helpe mee, J am not well, 
e with that ſunck down ſuddenly in a ſolon, the poꝛe Farmer 
ſeing a pꝛoper pong Gentleman (as hee thought) fall dead a- 
foze him, ſtept to him, held him in his armes rubd him 4 chaft 
him: at this there gathered a great multitude of people about 
hun, and the whileſt the Foiſt dꝛewe the farmers purſe and a- 
wap: by that the other thonght the feat was done, he began to 
come ſomething to himſelfe againe, and ſo halfe ſtaggering; 
ſtumbled out of Payles, and went after the crue where they 
had appointed to meet, and their boaſtedof his wit and experi⸗ 
- D Lnce, 


 Theſecona part of Conny catching. 
ente. The farmer little ſuſpecting this villany, thꝛuſt his had 
into his pocket and miſt his purſe, ſearcht foꝛ it, but lining and 
chels e all was gone, which made the Country man in a great 
mage, that he ſtod fil in a dumpe lo long, that a Gentleman 
perceiuing it aſked what he aild: what aile J ir quoth he, tru- 
ly J am thinking how men may long as wel as women, why 
doeſt thou conjecture that honeſt man guoth be? marry fir an- 
ſwers the farmer,the gentleman euen now that ſowned her, 
A warrant him bz&ds his wines childe, foꝛ the cauſe of his ſo- 


daine qualme that he fel down dead grew of longing:the gen- 


tleman demanded how he knew that, wel enough fir quoth he 
and hee hath his longing tw, foꝛ the pwze man longed foz mp 
purſe, and thanks be to God he hath it with him. At this al the 
bearers laught,but not ſo merrily as the foiſt and his fellows 


that then were ſharing his money. 


'Aquaint conceit of a Cutler and a Cutpurſe. 

A Nip hauing by foztune lot his catle boung,02 hauing not 
one fit fozbis pur poſe, went to a cunning Cuttler to haue a 
new made, and pꝛeſcribed the Cutler ſuch a method and ſoꝛm 
fo make his knife and the faſhion to bee ſtrong, giuing ſuch a 
charge of the fincnes of the temper, and ſetting ol the edge, that 
the Cattler wondzed what the Gentleman would do-with if, 
vet becauſe he offered ſo largely foʒ the making ol it, the cutler 
was ſilent and made few queſtions, onely he appointed them 
the time to come fozit,and that was tha daies alter:wel, the 
time being expired, the gentleman nip tame, e ſceing his knife 
liked it paſſing wel, and gaue him his money with aduantage. 
The Cutler deſtrous to knowe to what vſe hee would put it, 
faide to the Cutpurſe tus, ſir quoth hee J haue made manys 
kniges in my baies,. and pet I neuer ſaw any of this fozme,fa- 
ion, temper - oz edge, and therefoze if without offence J pzay 

you tell me howo2 to what will you ble ite 
While thus he ſtood talking with the nip,he ſpying þ purſe 
in his apoꝛns had cut it paſſing canningly,and then hauing his 
purchaſe cloſe in his hand, made anſwer, in faith my friend, to 


diſſemble is ſollp, tis ta tut a purſe withal, and J hope to haue 


good handſel:xou area merry gentleman quoth the _— 


17172 L ji Of eat. 
tel true id, the cutpurſe and away he goes. No ſooner was hee 
gone from the ſtall, but tame another and bought a knife, and 
ſhould haus ſingle money again, the enfler thinking to put pis 
hand in his bag, thꝛuſt it quite thꝛough at the bottome, all his 
money was gone and the purſe cut:percetuing this, rmem⸗ 
bꝛing how the man pꝛaid he might haue good handſel, he fetcht 
a great ſigh, e ſaid, now J ſæ, hee that makes a ſnare, fit tals 
into it himſel fe. made a knie to cut other mens purſes, and 
mine is the firſt hanſell, well reuenge is fallen vpon me but A 
hope the rope will fall vpon him, and ſo hee ſmoothed bp the 
matter to pimſell, leaſt men ſhuld laugh at bis ſtrange foztune 


The diſcouery of the Lifting Law. 


Te Lift,is he that ftealethoz p;owleth any plate, iewels, 

boults of ſaten, vetuet, ox ſuch parcels from any place by a 
fleight conueance vnder bis cloke,oz fo ſecretly thatit may not 
be eſpied:of lifts there be dfuers kinds as there natures be dit 
ferent, ſome baſe rogues,y lift when they com into alehoaſfes, 
quart pots, platters, clokes, ſwo2ds, oz any luch paltrytralh, 
which commonly is called pilfering 2 petulacery,fo2 vnder 
culloꝛ of ſpending two oz the pots ot ale, they lift awayany 
thing that commeth within thecompalſe of their reach, hauing 
a fine 4 nimble agility of the hand as the foiſt had: theſe ar the 
common and raſkall ſoꝛt of lifts, buf the higher degries e gen- 
flemen lifts haue fo the perfozmance of their faculty3-parties 
of necefity:the Liff,the Parker 


in the fozme ofa tiuill Conntrey Gentleman, comes with the 
Mar ker into ſome mercers ſhop, haberdaſhers, goldſmiths, oꝛ 
an ſuch place where any particular parcels of woozth are to 
be conuaid, and there he cals foſ& a boult of Saten, veluet, oꝛ 
any ſuch tommoditie, and not liking the pile, culler oz bzacke, 
he cals foz moꝛe, t the whiles he begins toreſolue which of the 
molt fifly may be lifted, and what Garbage (fo2 ſo he cals the 
goods ſtolne) may be moſt eaſtlie conuatd, then he calles tu the 
Percers man and ſais,firrha, reach me that piece of veluet a 
catten, oz that ie well, chaine, oz piete of plate, and whileſt the 
fellow turns his back, he Wr garbage to the 
2 


( 


* . 
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fo; note, che Lift is without hs coake:in his boublef and hoſe 
to auvidtho maze ſuſpition : The Parker which is the recey- 
uer ul the Lifts luggage , ' give a winke to the Zantar that 
walkes befoze the window, and then the © antar going by in 
great haſt, the Barker cals him and ſaies, ſir a word with you 
J haue a meſſage to do vnto you from a verie friend of vous, 
and the errand is of ſome tmpoztance : truly fir ſaies the ſan⸗ 
tar I haue verie vrgent buſines in hand, and as at this time 
I cannot ffap, but one wooꝛde and no moꝛe ſaies the Par ker, 
and then hee deliuers him whatſoeuer the Lift hath conuaied 
vnto him, and then the Santar goes his way, who neuer came 
within the ſhop,and is a man vnknowen to them all: ſuppoſe 
he is ſmoakt and his liffing lokt into, then are they vpon their 
pantophels, becauſe there is nothing found about them: they 
defie the wold foz their honeſtie, becauſe they be as diſhoneſt 
as an in the wozld, and ſweare as God ſhali iudge them they 
neuer ſaw the parcel loſt, but oathes with them like wind out 
ol a bellowes, which being cole kindleth fire, ſo their vowes 
are without conſcience, and ſo they call foz reuenge: Theres 
foze let this be a caueat to all occupations,ſciences and miſte⸗ 
ries, that thep beware ot the Gentleman Lift, and to haue an 
tie to ſuch as cheapen their wares, and not when they call to 
lie nel ſtuſte to leaue the old bebiade them, foz the fingers of 
Lifts are fourmed of Adamant, though the ytouch not pet they 
haue ver tue aftractine to dꝛabo any pelfe to them, as the ada⸗ 
mant doth the ron But pet theſe Lifts haue a ſubtill ſhift 
to blinde the wozld; foz this cloſe kind ot conſenage they haue 
when they want inone p: one of them apparels himſelfe like a 
a Countrep Farmer, and with a Pemozandum dꝛawen in 
ſome legall ſoꝛme, comes to the chamber of ſome Counſailer 
ozDargeant at Lawe, with his Parker and his Santar, and 
there tels the Lawperhis caſe and deſires his counſaile, the 
whileſt the Parker and the Santar lay the piatſozme foꝛ any 
rapier, dagger, cloake, go wne, oꝛ any parcell of wozth,that is 
in the withdzawing oz vtter chamber , and afſone as they 
haue it they go their way: then whe the lawier hath giuen his 
opinion of the caſe the lift requires,then hee puts in ſome de- 


murre oʒ blind, and ates be will haue his cauſe better diſcoue- 
red 


g 
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red and then be wil come to his wo2thip againe, ſo faking his 
leaue without his ten ſhillings fer, he goes his waies to ſhare 
what his cõ panions haue gotte:the like method they vſe with 
Scriueners,fo2 comming by the ſhop and ſeeing any garbage 
wozth the lift ing, one ſtarteth in to haue an obligation oz bill 
made in haſt, and while the Scriuener ts buũe, the Lift bzing- 
eth the marker fo to the blow, r ſo the luggage is caried away. 
Now, theſe Lifts haue their ſpeciall reteiuers cf their ſtolne 


gods, which are two ſundꝛie parties, either ſome notozious 


Babods in whoſe houſes they lie, and they kepe commonlie 
tapping houſes, and haue pong trugs in their houſe which are 
conſoꝛts to theſe Lifts and lone them ſo deere, that they neuer 
leaue them till they come to the gallows,o2 els they bee 1B2g- 
kers,a kindof idle (ozt of leud liners,as pernitious as the lift, 
fo; they receine at their hands what ſoeuer Garbage is con- 
uaied, be it linnen, wollen, plate, Jewels, and this they doe by 
a bill of ſale, making the bill in the name of John a Nokes oz 
John a Stiles, ſo that they ſhadow the Lift, t yet keepe them- 
ſelues without the danger ofthe law. Thus are thcſe bzokers 
and bawds as it were, efficient cauſes of the Lifters villanp, 
foz were it not their alluring ſpeeches, and their ſecret conſea- 
lings, the Lift foz want of receiuers ſhould bee faine to take a 
new courſe of life, oʒ els bee continnally dzinen into great ers 
treames foz ſelling his garbage: and thus much bziefly foz the 
natur e of the lilt, 


The diſcouery of the courbing law. 


He Cour ber, which the common people call the Yoker, is 
he chat with a Curb (as they tearm it) oꝛ hok,doth pal out 
of a window any loſe linnen cloth, apparell, o2 els any other 
houſhold ſtuffe whatſoeuer which ſtolne partels, they in their 
Art cal ſnappings:to the perfo2zmance of tgis law there be re- 
quired,duly two perſons, the Curber and the Warpe:the cur- 
ber his office is to (py in the day time fit places wher his trade 
may be pꝛadiſed at night, and comming vnto anie window if 
it be open, then he hath his purpoſe, if ſhut, then growing into 
the nature ok the blacke Art, hath his trickers, which are en⸗ 
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engins of Jron ſo — m2onght,that be wil cut a barre 
ol Jron in two with them ſo eaſil x, that ſcarcely ſhal the ſtan- 
ders by heare him:then when hee hath the window open and 
ſptes any fat ſnappinges woꝛth the Curbing, then ſtreight he 
ſets the Marp to watch, who hath a long cloke fo cover what 
ſoeuer he gets:then doth the other thꝛuſt in a long hooke ſome 
nine ſoote in length (which he calleih a curbe) that hath at 
the end a crooke, with thzee tynes turned contrarp, ſo that tis 
bnpoſſible to miſſe, if there be any ſnappinges abꝛoad. owe 
this long hooke they call a Curbe, and becauſe you ſhall not 
woonder how they carrie it foz being ſpied, know this that it 
is made with ioyntes like an angle rod, and can be conue ed 
into the fozme of a truncheon , and wozne in the hand like a 
walking ſtaffe vntill they come to their purpoſe , and then 
they let it out at the length, and hook oz curb whatſoeuer is 
loſe and within the reach, and then he conueies it to the warp, 
and from thence (as they liſt) their ſnappings go to the Bꝛo- 
ker oz to the Ba wo, and there they haue as readie money foz 
it, as marchantes haue foz their ware in the exchange: beſide, 
there is a Diner, which is in the verie nature ofthe Curber, 
foz as he puts in a hooke, ſo the other puts in at the windowe 
ſome litle figging box, who plaies his part notablp, e perhaps 
the pouth is ſo wel inſtructed, that he is a ſcholler in the black 
art, and can picke a lock if it be not to crofſe warded, 4 deliner 
to the Diuer what ſnappinges he finds in the chamber. Thus 
pan heare what the Curber doth and the Diuer, and what in⸗ 
conuenience gro wes to many by their baſe villanies:therfoze 
A wich all menſeruants and maids, fo be carefull tos their 
maiſters commodities, ⁊ to leaue no looſe ends abaoad, eſpeti - 
ally in chambers where windows open to the ſkreefe, leaſt the 


ning bzoker. Let this ſuffiſe, andnowe J will recreate your 
wits with a merry tale oʒ two. 


Of a Courber, and how cunningly he was taken, 
L fo2tuned of late that a Courber and bis Warp went wal⸗ 
king in the dead ol the night to ſpie ont ſome window open 


lo; their purpoſe, and by chaunce came by a noblemans houſe 
about 


Cur ber take them as ſnappings, and conueꝝ them to the coſ- 
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about London, and ſaw the windowe of the Pozfers lodge - 
pen, and looking in, ſpied ſat ſnappinges, and bade his Marpe 
watch carefully, foz there woulde be purchaſe, and with that 
fooke his Courbe,and th2uſt it into the chamber, and the Poꝛ- 
ter lying in his bed, was awake and ſawe all, and ſo was hys 
bedfellow that was veomã ot the wine ſeller. The poꝛter ſtole 
out ot his bed to ſee what woulde be done: the firſt ſnapping 
the courber light on was his linery coate:as he was dzawing 
it vnto the window, the pozter eaſily lifted it off, g ſo the cour- 
ber dzew his hooke in vaine, the whileſt his bedfellowe ffole 
out of the chamber, and raiſed vp two oꝛ thzee moze, and wet 
about to take them, but ſfill the roague plyed his buffneſſe, and 
ligbted on a gowne that he vſed to ſit in in the pozters lodge, 
and warily dzew it. but when it came to the window, the poz- 
ter dꝛew it off ſo lightly, that the hooker percetned it not: then 
when he (awe his courbe woulde take no holde, he ſwoze and 
chatte, and told the Marpe he had hold of two good ſnaps; yet 
miſt them both, and that the fault was in the cour be: then he 
fell to ſharping and hammering of the hooke, to make it holds 
better, and in againe he thꝛuſts it, and lightes vppon a papʒe 
of buffe hoſe: but when he had dzawne them to the window, 
the pozter tooke them off againe, which made the cour ber al- 
moſt mad, and ſwoꝛe he thought the diuel was abꝛoad to night 
he had ſuch hard fortune: nay (ayes the yeoman of the ſeller, 
there is thꝛee abꝛoad, and we are come to fetch you and panr 
hookes to hell:ſo they appꝛehended theſe baſe rogues and car 
ried them into the Poꝛters lodge and made that their pꝛiſon. 
In the moꝛning a crue of Gentlemen in the houſes, ſats foz 
Judges (in that they woulds not trouble their L oꝛd with ſuch 
filthis Caterpillers) and by them they were found guiltie and 
condemned to abide foztie blowes apeece with a baſtinado, 
which they had ſolemnly paid, and ſo went away without anp 
further damage. 
Of the ſubtiltie of a Courber in cooſoning a Maid. 
A Perry ieſt and a ſubtile, was repoꝛted to me ofacunning 
Courber, who had apparreld himſelfe marue ilous bzane, ' 
like ſome good welfauoured yong Gentleman, e in ſfeadof a 
man had his Warp to wait vpon him: this moth tacedrogue 
cames 
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- comes into ma2efields;and cauſed his man to cary a pottle of 
Aobcras vnder his cloke,andthere hadlearned out amongſt o⸗ 
thers that was d2ying of cloaths, ot᷑ a very wel fauoured maid 
that was there with her Flalket of linnen, what her Maiſter 
was; wher the dwelt, and what her name:hauing gotten this 
intelligence, ta this maid he goes, courteoulſly ſalutes her, and 
after ſome pꝛetie chat, tels her how hee ſaw her ſundꝛie times 
at her Paiſters doze, and was lo beſotted with her beanfte, 
v he had made inquirie what her qualities were, which by the 
neighbours he generally heard to bee ſo vertuous, that his de- 
fire was the moꝛe inflamed,and therupon in ſigne ol god wil, 
and in further acquaintance, hee had bꝛought her a pottle of J- 
pocras: the maid ſteing him a good pꝛoper man, tooke it very 
kindly,and thankt him, and ſo they dꝛunke the wine, and after 
alittle louers pꝛattle, foz that time they parted, 

The maids hart was ſet on fire, that a Gentleman was be- 
come a ſuter to her, and the began to thinke better ofher ſelle 
then euer ſhe did befoze, and wax : d ſo pꝛoud that her other ſy-" 
ters were counted to baſe foꝛ her t there might be none wel- 
come but this newcom gent lemã her louer: wel, diuers times 
thep appdinted meetings, that they grew very familiar, and he 
oftentimes would tom to her Maiſters houle, when al but che 
t her fellow maids were in bed, ſo that he and the Marpe his 
man did almoſt kno we euer coꝛner of the houle: if foꝛtuned 
that fo long he dallied, that at length he ment earneſt, but not 
to mar rp the maid whatſoeuer he had done els and comming 
into the fields to her on a waching dax, ſa w a mighty deale ol 
fine I innen woꝛth 20. pound as he coniectared: wherupon he. 
thought this night to ſet downe his reſt, and therefoze he was 
very pleaſant with his loner and fold her that that night after 
her Maiſter and miſtres were in bed, he would tome, bzing 
a bottle of Sacke with hi n and dzinke with her, the maid glad 
at thele newes, pꝛomiſed to ſit vp fo2 him and lo they parted: 
till about ten a clocks at night, when he came and bzoaght his 
man with him, and one other Courber with his tooles, who 
ſhould ſtand without the dozes: to be bꝛiefe, welcom he came, 
t ſa welcome as amm might be to a maid: hee that had moꝛe 
mind to A the clothes, th n to look on her kauour, at lac per- 
cit eed 
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Charm is he thatdoth the feat, and the Sfand is be tht wal 
cheth: there be moze that da belong fo the burglary ſoʒ conuai- 
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niere the fret, we can neither laugh no; be merry, but eueris - 
one that paſſeth by muſt hear vs: hpon that they remonedinto 
another rome and pleaſant they were, and tippled the Secke 
round, til all was out, and the gentteman ſwoze that be would 
haue another pottle, and ſo ſent his man, who tolde the other 
Courber that od without, where the window was he ſhould 
wozke at, and away goes de foz moze ſecke and bꝛings it very 
o2derly,+ then to their cups they fall againe, while the tour bet 
without had not loft one rag of linen behinde. Late it grew, 
and the moꝛning began to war gray, andawap goes this tur- 


ſuch time as paze foule,thes went into 
her milkres A innen, then what a ſo; - 


theParloz,and miſt 


The Diſcoueric of the blacke Art, | 1 


Toe Black Art is picking of Locks, ano this buſts übe 
two perſons are required, the Charme andthe @tand,the 


ing away the gods, but only tino areimploid about the lock: 
the charme hath many keies and.wzeſts, which they cal pick- 
locks,and fo; euerp ſundzy faſhion they haue a ſandzy terme, 
but J anrignozant of their wo2ds of art,andtherefoze Jomit 
them,onely this, they haue ſuch cunning in opening a Locke, 
that they will unde the hardeſt lock though nauer ſo wel war- 
ded, euen while a man may turn his back: ſome haus their in⸗ 


fruments from Italy made ot᷑ ſfcels, ſome are made heere by 
Smiths.that are partakers in their vi occupatida: but 
bowſvener, well may it be calledthe blacke art,fs2 the Devill 


cannot do better then they in their faculty; Yonce ſaw tho ox · 
perience of it my ſelfe, foz being in the Counter vponcbman- 

dement, there came in a famous followe inthe blacke Art, as: 
Erong in that quality as Samſon: The party now is 


eee hearing ede wasncharme began 
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to enter familiarity'with him, and to haue an inũght into hys 
art, after ſome acquaintance,ht told me much, and one day be- 
ing in my chamber 7 ſhewed him my Deſke, and aſkt him if 
he could picke that litle lock that was ſo wel warde d, r to lit- 
fle as A thought fo2 any of his gins hy fr ſaies he, am ſo 
experiented in the black Art, that if J do but blow vpn p lock, 
. At hall fly open, and there loꝛe let ine come to your Defke;e ds 
but turne fine times about, and pou ſhal (ee my cunning, with 
that J did as hee bad me. and ere J had turned ſiue times, his 
band was rifling in my Deſke very oꝛderly, J wondzed at it, 
and thought verity that the Deuil and his dam was in his ſin · 
gers, much diſcommodity grows by this blacke art in ſgops x 
noble mens houſes fo2 their plate, therefoꝛe are they moſt ſe- 
verelptobeloktinfo by the honourable and woꝛchipfull of 
England, and to end this diſcourſe as pleaſantly asthe reſt, Þ 
wil reberſe you a true tale done by a moſt woꝛſhipful knight 
in Lancathire againſt a Lincker that pzofelſed the black art. 


Attue and merry tale of a Knight and a Tincker 


, T T9. 


85 that Was2 Picklocke, 


NyOttroritn Bolton inthe mo028 theredivetted an wo 
e who fo2 carteſie t hoſpitality was famous 
diners of his Tenaunts making repaire to his 
eee diners complaints to him, how their locks wers 
pickt in the night and divers of them utter lxe vndone y that 
means, and who it ſhould bee they could not tell onely they 
ſaſpecteda Tinker that went about the Countrep, and in all 
plates did ſpend very lauiſhiy: the might willingly heard 
what they erhibited, and pꝛomiled both redzeſſe and reuenge, 
if he oꝛ they tould learne out the man. It chanced not long af 
ter their complaints. but this iolly Linker (ſo expert in ih 
black art) came by the houſe of this knight, as the old gentle · 
man was walking befoze the gate and cried ſoꝛ woꝛke; the 
Knight ffraight coiecturing this ſhontd be that famous rogue: 
that did ſo much hurt to his Tenants, cald in and aſk if they 
had any wozkefo2 the Linker, the coke anſwered there was 
herd foure old Retles to een Linker, fo this of 
w 


The ſecoud part of Gonjy-catching. 

io lu came in, laid do iun his budget i fell to hia wozke.a black 
Jacke ol bere fo2 the tinker ſais the Knight, Jinowtinkers 
baue dap ſoules ; tho tinker hee was plcaſant and thankt him 
humbly, the night ſatdowne with him and fell a ranſacking 
bis budget, and aſked wherefoze this tale ſerued and where-+ 
foe that, the tinker told him all, at la as he tumbled among 
bis old bꝛaſſe, the Knight ſpied 3. 03 4. bunches of picklocks, 
he turntthem ouer quickly as though hee had not ſcene them, 
and ſaid, wel tinker J warrant thon art a paſſing cunning fel» 
low and welt ſkild in thine occupation by the ſtoꝛe of thy tols 
thou yaſt in thy budget: in faith it it pleaſe your wozſhip-quoth 
he, 3 am thanks be to God my crafts maſter: , ſo much J-per 
ceiae that thou art apaſſing cunning fellow.quath:theRnight 
therefoze let vs haue a freſh iacke of beere and that af the beſt 
and ſtrongeſt foꝛ the tinker; thus he paſt away the time plea- 
ſantly, and when hee had done his woꝛke he aſked what beg 
would haue foz his paines: but two ſhillings of pour wozſhip 
quoth the tinker:t wo ſhillings ſaies the night, alas tinker it 
is to little, fo2 I ſœ by thy tooles thou art a paſſing eunning 
wozkeman,hold there is 2. ſhillings, come in thou alt dzink 
a cup of wine befoze thou goeſt. but J peaꝝ thee tell mee which 
way traueleſt thou: faith ſir quoth the tinker all is one to me, 
Jam not much out of my way-whereſoeuer J go, but nowe J 
am going to Lancaſter:J pzay the Tinker {hen quoth the U. 
tarry me a letter to the Jailoz,fo2 I ſent ina ſellon thither the 
other dap, and J would ſend woꝛd fo the Jailoz he ſhould take 
uo bale fo2 him, mar y that wil in moſt dutifull maner quoth 
he, and much moze foꝛ your wozſhip then that:giue him a tup 
of wine quoth the Knight,and ſirrha (ſpeaking to his Clarke) - 
make a letter to the Jailo2, but then he whiſpered to him and 
dad him make a mitimus d ſend the tinker to pꝛiſon, p clark 
anſwered he knew not his name, Jle make him tel it the him 
lelfe laies the Knight, andthereſoze fall you to your pen: the 
Clarke began to wꝛite his mitimus, and the Knight began fo 
aſke what countrey man he was, where he delt, what was 
bis name, the tinker told him all, and the Clarke ſet it in with 
this prouiſo to the Jailo2,that he ſhould kepe him faſt bolted 
03 els he would bzeake away. A pw as the mittimus was 


made, 


T heſ econd part of Conny-catching. 
made, ſcaled,4 ſubſcribed in fozme of a letter, the K night took 
it and deliuered it to the Tinker and ſaid, giue this tothe chief 
Aailoz of L antaſter, and here is fwo ſhillings mo2e foz thy la⸗ 
hour, ſo the tinker took the letter and the mony, and with ma · 
nis a cap and kne thanked the olde ni abt and departed: and 
made haſt till be came at Lancaſter, and ſtaid not in the fown 
ſo much as to taſk one cup of nappy Ale, befo2e hee came to the 
Fatloz,and to him very bziefly he delivered his letter, the Jai⸗ 
loʒ tooke it and read it, and ſmilde a good, and ſaid tinker thou 
art welcome foz ſuch a Knights ſake, he bids me giue thee the 
beſt intertainment J may, J fir quoth the Tinker, the knight 
lones me well, but J pꝛay you bath the courteous Gentleman 
remembzed ſuch a pooze man as J? J marry doth he Tinker, 
and therefozeſirra quoth he to one ot his men, take the tinker 
into the loweſt ward, clap a ſtrong paire of bolts on his heles 
and a baſill of 2 8. pound weight, and thenſirra ſe if your picks 
locks will ſerue the turne to bale pou hence: at this the tinker 
was blank, but pet hee thought the Jailoz had but ieffed : but 
when be heard the Mittimus, his deart was cold, and had not 
a wozd to lay, his conſcience accuſed him, and there hes 
lay while the next Deſſiona, and was hanged at 
Lancaſter, and all his ſkill in the black 
9 8 1 ſerus | 
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